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Can Technology Spare the Earth?

high-temperature A

__ steam engines steam turbine
100 9 N 4 ui=50%
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Figure 2. Energy efficiency is a term of modern invention, but the efficiency of ener-
gy-conversion technologies has been increasing for hundreds and probably thou-
sands of years. Improvements in motors and lamps are analyzed here as a logistic
(sigmoid) growth process with a linear transform that normalizes the data to ease
comparison. (From Ausubel and Marchetti, in press.)
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